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Mailing address:1991 South Olivet Road
Columbia, MO 65201

Location: 5 miles east of downtown Columbia on Highway WW
Office Phone: 573-442-0336;0ffice Fax: 573-817-5716
Office Hours: 9:00 am. thru4:00 p.m. M-F
Office E-mail: olivet2@ centunytel.net

Website: www.olivetchristianchurch.missouri.org




Olivet Christian Church wes founded in 1874 in the
community of Harg, 5 miles east of downtown
Columbia. The present building was completed in
1995. The congregation had occupied, and still owns,
the smaller church building on the corner.

Olivet is a congregation affiliated with the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), a denomination founded
in the early 1800’s in the United States and now
serving around the world through worship, study, and
humanitarian aid.

Church membership is open to any who confess that
Jesus is the Christ, the son of God. Olivet does not
have a list of beliefs that you need to accept. Instead
We invite you to think critically, respect other

opinions, and be willing to work as friends and
colleagues.

Immersion is the traditional form of baptism in the
Disciples of Christ and is the form practiced here
most often. However, we are pleased to receive new
members through transfer from other churches, no
matter the form of baptism.

Weekly celebration of communion is also a customary
practice within the Disciples of Christ. Olivet
observes this tradition in all worship senvices and
practices “open communion”, meaning anyone is
welcome to the Lord's Table. Disciples consider the
open table to be a powerful symbol of deep
commitment to Christian unity, while honoring

diversity.

Pastors and laity provide active leadership in the
spiritual, educational, and service life of Olivet becau se
of our commitment to a “ministry of believers”.

Through a Spiritual Strategic Journey process, the
congregation as a whole is visioning a future in our
neighborhood, which is busy and has a growing
population. We do this work in order to best continue
meet the needs of our changing community with
considered and intentional programs.

Our mission statement is:  “Making the Grace of God
Real for People™.

Olivet is more than a Sunday morning church, and we
want you to feel welcome to enter into everything that
goes on within our ministry. We have activities and
events day-after-day and year-around.

The people of Olivet like to work and play together,
you'll note that as you read about our various classes,
activities, fund-raising events, and seasonal events.

The church is very up front about this. We want new
people to know from the very beginning that this is
not a “consumer” church where people just come for
rituals and “blessings”, but a working church in which
people of all ages work side by side to bring the
message of Christ into each of our lives, into the
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community, and into the greater world through our
work and play together.

There are so many ways people in the congregation
work together: belong to a Mission Family that helps
care for the work of the church, share expertise or
skills through programs with children, adults, or youth,
senve as shepherds and mentors, serve as board and
committee members, prepare food, and work on
projects to help other people, the opportunities are
amost endless.

We try to invite everyone to join in all activities. .. but
if we miss you and you find something of interest, be
sure to invite yourself!
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Mission Family groups are the basic unit of fellowship,
care-giving, and functional leadership in the
congregation, and each Olivet participant is included
in a Mission Family.

Each MF has a convener, vice-convener, a shepherd,

and a mentor. This team serves as the spiritual leaders

of the MF and activate the members for senvice,
fellowship, and support.

The Mission Families rotate responsibility for
providing leadership in worship services, including:
reading scripture, preparation of communion, deacon
duties for offering and communion during the service,
greeter and usher duties, host refreshment time, and
straightening the sanctuary following worship.

MFs are assigned to support various special meal and
events of the various program committees. This may
include set-up of tables for dining, food preparation,
clean-up, or other tasks that make for a successful
event.

Mission Families provide a means for sharing prayer
concerns and providing support or assistance to
member families when needed.

As a member of a MF, you will receive a name tag for
use in the times when you are senving in a leadership
position. It will be placed in your mailbox.

If you don't receive one, please contact your MF
Charr.

Olivet Church News (OCN)

The Olivet Church News (OCN) is published twice
monthly and posted on the church website as well as
mailed by US Postal Service. Copies of the most
recent edition are also available on the information
table in the Fellowship Hall.

The OCN brings to you the reports of past events,
announcement of upcoming activities, and our
congregational prayer joys and concerns.

If you wish to post an announcement or item in the
newsletter, provide the information in writing (paper
or e-mail) to the church office.

Electronically: Website and E-mail

Our website is updated weekly;, check it out at
ww.olivetchristianchurch.missouri.org . Upcoming
events are posted.

In addition, if you provide the church office with one
or more e-mail addresses, you will receive notice of
pertinent reminders, news, concems, and upcoming
events.
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In-house Mailboxes

Every Olivet member family has a “mailbox” located in
the Fellowship Hall on the wall facing the kitchen.

In this mailbox, you will receive special
announcements, flyers about upcoming events,
greetings from other church members, and
communication for your Mission Family.

Prayer Concerns in the Bulletin & OCN

We want to be in prayer with you. Contact the church
office with concerns you would like listed in the
Sunday bulletins or OCN.

You should be automatically added to the mailing list
for the OCN as soon as we have received your
mailing address.

Your name should be assigned to a mailbox in
approximate alphabetical order on the bank of
mailboxes.

Contact the church office if you don't receive a
newsletter or aren't assigned a mailbox.
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8:30 a.m. -- Informal Worship
This senvice is held in the sanctuary from August
thru May and is an outdoor service (Weather
permitting) during the summer months of June
and July. Bring your own lawn chair. This service
features music provided by guitar.

11:00 a.m. -- Traditional Service
This service, more formal than the earlier senvice,
includes anthems by the Olivet choir, leadership
by church members, and a children’s time.

Childrers Church is offered during this senvice
for children kindergarten thru grade 3.

Recordings of the 11:00 a.m. serviage
available upon request in either CD or tape form.

Exceptions to our worship schedule, when only
one service at 10:00 a.m. is held:

- The Sunday morning following our annual BBQ
on the third Saturday in June

- The July Sunday (normally the third Sunday)
when the annual River Retreat is held

Nursery supervision by certified childcare providers
is available from 8:30 a.m. through the end of the
11:00 service. Parents receive pagers when they
drop off children, which silently display any
needed messages during the senvice.

Electronic hearing equipmentis available on a table
outside the sanctuary doors. Please feel free to
ask an usher for assistance. Also, sign the register,
so we can track usage and of the devices.

A wheel-chair lift platformis available for access to
the chancel without climbing steps.

Activity Pacsare available for children staying in the
adult worship services.

Fellowship between the two worship senvices and
Sunday classes is enhanced by coffee and juice
served in the Fellowship Hall following the early
worship service.

Our Parish Nurse provides free blood pressure
screenings on the 3! Sunday of each month
during the fellowship times following the 8:30
and 11:00 services. This takes place in the
Fellowship Hall.

! "#$ % %

Classes for all ages and a variety of interests meet in thmihbetween worship services. These include:

Adult Reading & Discussion:Topics vary
according to interests of the participants and have
recently included a book study focused on Jesus’
teachings, spiritual formation, forgiveness, and
current issues.

Transitions Class for Adults:Topics usually
focus on spiritual formation, everyday living issues,
and topics for specific age groups such as
retirement, children caring for elderly parents, or
other topics of interest to participants
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Harmony Class for Adults This group is
generally engaged in a traditional Bible study

Childrers Class: Pre-K thru grade 5 meet in a
rotational classroom style that offers learning of
Biblical stories and faithful everyday living
designed for children through arts, drama, music,
and storytelling

Youth Classes:Youth in grades 6-8 and 9-12
meet in classes designed for activities and study
matching their interests.
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Adult Choir: Rehearsals (for the choir performing
during the 11:00 Sunday service) are held on
Wednesday evenings at 7:15 p.m. in the choir/
music room. All are welcome regardess of
expertise or music history.

Early Service Music Ensemble:This group
provides music leadership during the 8:30 Sunday
senice. Contact the choir director or one of the
members for more information.

Out and About: This adult group meets on the
fourth Monday of each month at 11:30 am. A
potluck or dutch-treat restaurant luncheon is
shared. Past programs have been entertainment,
informational presentations, and trips.

YoY® (Young Olivet Youth Organization):
2nd through 5th graders meet once a month
on a Sunday for lunch, service projects, fellowship,
and recreation. A popular service project is
Heifer Project International's Read To Feed.

Chi Rho Youth Group: 6th through 8th graders
meet for devotions, service, and fellowship on
aregular basis. They also do work visits to the
Central Missouri Food Bank to sort food, an
annual mission trip, and other group activities.

LYHF: 9th through 12th graders gather for Bible
study, recreation, fellowship, and fundraising on
Sundays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. There is an annual
mission trip experience; recently, the destination
was to New Orleans to work in homes damaged
by Hurricane Katrina.

Shawl Ministry: Participants gather to knit or
crochet shawls which are given as gifts to
someone in need. The shawls are made in prayer
as a prayer for the person who receives them. An
evening group meets on the second and fourth
Monday at 6:00 p.m. A morning group meets at
10:45 a.m. twice a month on the Thursday that the
OCN is mailed.

Study Groups: Short and longer term studies
are frequently in process. Topics have included:
Bible study, parenting, grief and grieving, Christian
spirituality, marriage and partnership, health care,
and more. Stay Strong, Stay Healthy exercise
group and New Member Orientation sessions are
held regularly.

Mers Fellowship Breakfast: Men of the
church are invited to meet on the 2nd Saturday of
the month at a local restaurant for fellowship.

()

Olivet is striving to nurture spiritual growth and
consider the spiritual dimensions of all work and
worship; whether it's day-to-day operations, board
decision-making, consideration of facility expansion,
adding a new Sunday class, prayer in worship, planning
a mission trip, gathering Christmas gifts for
disadvantaged families, or conducting special worship
services.

We also believe that our life as a congregation includes

visioning new avenues for demonstrating our
spirituality,. Examples of this include: imagining a
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neighborhood farmer’'s market, learning howwe can
be more “green” in our life as a congregation, and
volunteering our time and talents in the life of the
church, our Harg neighborhood, and the
Columbia/Boone County communities.

We claim Christian education and discipleship training
as crucial to our future as a congregation and look
forward to new opportunities to learn and teach.

A Christian E ducation taskforce is working to develop
a comprehensive menu of educational opportunities.
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Administrative Bodies:

Board of Directors
Meets monthly except August and includes 12
members nominated from the Mission Families
and elected by the congregation in the Annual
Meeting.

Finance
OCC has a Financial Secretary and a Treasurer

Mission Family Coordinating Team
Meets quarterly and includes chairs and co-chairs
of Mission Families as well as representatives from
the program committees

Spiritual Strategic Journey Leadership Team
OCC has embarked on a visioning and planning
process in order to identify key objectives for
growth programs and facility needs. The SSJ team
is leading the strategic planning for the next 10
years that will implement the results of a year's
worth of visioning that began in 2007.

Committee Membership and Participation:

Al OCC members and interested participants are
encouraged to become active on a committee. The
church office can direct you towerd the chairs of the
various committees for more information. The
committees are:

E ducation
Finance
Membership
Outreach
Property
Worship
Youth Council
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Olivet Christian Church Staff:

Rev. Dennis Swearngin, an ordained Disciple clergy, is
the full-time pastor and in 2008 celebrates 28 years
of providing professional and caring ministry to
and with Olivet's people and community. Dennis
and Sue live in the Olivet neighborhood.

Parish Nurse Karen Bradley, an RCN for 24 years, is
trained and certified as a Parish Nurse. Services
she provides include: health-related activities such
as blood pressure screenings on the 3rd Sunday of
the month following worship, weekly exercise
programs, training on health issues, and expertise
in CPR, First Aid, and AED equipment. Karen
serves on a part-time volunteer basis.

Pastoral Care: Rev. Sally Robinson, an ordained Disciple
minister and chaplain specializing in long-term care
facilities, assists Rev. Swearngin and the OCC
leadership in meeting pastoral care  needs. Sallys
expertise is focused on ministry with older adults.
Sally serves on a part-time basis.

Music Director Eileen Sharp has senved as part-time
director since March, 1997. Eileen served as an
elementary music specialist for the Columbia Public
Schools from 2001-2008. She holds a Bachelor of
Music Education degree form Truman State University.
Eileen directs the Adult Choir, Early Worship Music
Team, and leads the Children’s Music Time during
Sunday class time.

Musician Amy Cook holds a Bachelor of Music from
Western Illinois University in Piano and Organ
Performance and Accompaniment. In addition to
being Olivet's pianist/organist for the past decade,
she is active in the University and Columbia's music
scene, accompanying the Columbia E ntertainment
Company, Maplewood Barn Theatre, and various solo
artists.

Staff:

Janis McCray serves as the office administrator and
coordinator of volunteers in the church office. Sheis a
self taught problem solver, a confidant, and helper to
all. She also handes scheduling of events, weddings
and meetings and provides up-to-date records. She
designed & updates church web page.

Ron McCray serves as custodial staff with help from Janis.
Ron is a Rural Route Carrier at the USPS and works
part-time as custodian for Olivet. Together they try to
keep the church clean and presentable.
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FEBRUARY:

Valentines Dinner : Olivet youth set a candelit table
for a wonderful dinner served to members and friends.
It is a fundraiser that helps to support youth activities.

Community Fish Fry: The men of Olivet have
sponsored this community-wide event since World War
Il. The men make hushpuppies, fry fish, and clean up.
Women are asked to provide a salad. Donations are
received to cover expenses.

SPRING:

Olivet Garage SaleEarly spring is an opportunity to
do spring cleanout while contributing to the Olivet
Building Fund. It is a one-day sale.

EASTER:

Holy Week Services:Maundy Thursday Tenebrae/
Passover meal and Good Friday services are held.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Held on the Saturday
before Easter Sunday, children through the 4th grade
experience a traditional egg hunt.

Easter Sunday ServicesThe day begins with the 8:30
am. early service, continues with a breakfast of food
provided by everyone, and ends with the 11:00 a.m.
celebration. Baptisms are normally conducted during
the early senvice.

JUNE:

Annual Olivet Mutton and Chicken BBQ (third
Saturday) : The BBQ has grown to the point that
more than 2,000 meals are served within the four-hour
period. Every Olivet member and many friends from
the Harg neighborhood serve on the numerous
committees.

Proceeds from the barbecue are divided equally
between the Olivet Building Fund and the Outreach
Committee who grants funds to local recipient
agencies. Twenty-three agencies have received
outreach grants since 1991.
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JULY:

Annual River Retreat and Float TripHeld in
southern Missouri, OCC members and friends spend
the weekend floating, swimming, fishing, visiting,
playing games, and worship. Cabins and tent sites are
available for rent. If you don't have camping gear, let
us know, there is enough to share.

AUGUST:

Ice Cream Social:One of the Mission Families
sponsors this annual event that always includes a buffet
of ice cream choices. For OCC members & friends.

OCTOBER:

Wiener roast/Hay Ride: The Membership Committee
hosts hayrides around the neighborhood, pumpkin
carving, and roasting hotdogs and marshmallows over
the campfire. For OCC members and friends. Just
bring your lawn chair and relax and have fun.

NOVEMBER:

Annual Congregational Meeting: Olivet's members
meet to do the church’s business on the first Sunday of
November

Thanksgiving Dinner: Members and friends enjoy
turkey and all the fixings on the second Sunday of
November. Donations are received to underwrite our
Christmas Adopt-A-Family project.

DECEMBER:

Christmas Music Program: The adult choir presents
Advent and Christmas music during the 11:00 worship
service in mid-December.

Christmas Caroling: A Sunday evening is reserved for
bringing the gift of music to Olivet's homebound
members.

Christmas Pageant and PartyPresentations by the
youth, a party and visit from Santa.

Christmas Eve ServicesA Family Service is held at
5:00 p.m. Atraditional candelight communion service
is held at 8:00 p.m., and is open to all.
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Adopt-A-Family for Christmas: The congregation
provides toys, gifts, clothing, and money for food
for 4-6 low income families in Columbia each year.
This is handled through the Voluntary Action
Center.

Central Missouri Food Bank: OCC regularly
provides financial support and volunteer support
to the Food Bank. In addition, OCC has an
ongoing voluntary food collection, a gift that
averages approximately 200 pounds of food every
quarter.

Church World Service Blanket and Tools of Hope:

Through special offerings in commemoration of
Mother's Day and Father's Day, OCC provides
funds that contribute to the purchase and
shipment of blankets, wells, and farming tools for
disaster and economic or social crises around the
world.

CROP Walk for Hunger: The walk in earty October
benefits Church World Senvice’s national and
international hunger programs and 2 Columbia
agencies. OCC provides walkers and pledges.

Denominational Funds and Causes:

- 4 special offerings that support crisis/disaster
response, church growth, seminaries and
educational institutions, and regional/national
church administration

- Another special offering that seeks to address
racism and institutionalized bias in Missouri

Festival of Sharing: A state-wide event, mullti-
denominational event, held in October in Sedalia,
MO, the Festival gathers funds and material
supplies to address the needs of families in crisis,
economic hardship, and disaster in Missouri and
around the world. Most recently, Olivet has
collected and assembled ingredients for Church
World Service School Kits.

Heifer Project International: The tube of quarters
on the Fellowship Hall table is dedicated by the
youth groups to providing a goat to families in
an economically depressed area of the world. The
YoYo's also participate in the annual Read-To-
Feed program where they get pledges for reading
books and Olivet youth have also taken mission
trips to the Heifer Project Ranch in Arkansas.

Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchenbinner is served
to homeless persons by local congregations. OCC
members prepare and serve the meal on the first
Monday of each month using donated food,
funds, and volunteers.

The Wardrobe: Used clothing is available to those
who are in need of low-cost or free clothing.
OCC volunteers to staff the center on the 5th
Wednesday in months that have such.

Youth Mission Trips: OCC youth work with those
who depend upon volunteer labor to help with
recovery from disaster or the daily grind of limited
income.

- Advent Enterprises Job Center
- Aduit Day Connection
- Camp Hickory Hill
- Cedar Creek Therapeutic Riding Center
- Central Missouri Food Bank
Food 4 Kids Summer Lunch Program
- Granny's House After School Project
- Habitat For Humanity
- Interfaith Day Center

Columbia Organizations who receive financial grants fror@livet:

- Job Point

- Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen

- Lowe, INC

- Meals on Wheels

- RAIN (Regional Aids Network)

- Rainbow House (youth services)

- Refugee Resettlement

- St Francis and Lois Bryant Homeless Shelters
- Voluntary Action Center
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Olivet enjoys the volunteered skills, time,
and other resources of many members.

Olivet members are volunteers in many
agencies in our community and the world.

Regular volunteer opportunities include: Regular volunteer opportunities include:

. serve on a committee or taskforce

- teach a class on Sunday or other times during
the week

- coordinate and lead a youth group

- help produce the newsletter, including folding
and mailing

. actively participate in the work of your Mission
Family

- provide food or refreshments when they are
needed

- assist with building and grounds maintenance
- joyfully sell tickets and work for the BBQ

- provide items for projects or educational
experiences; like sewing school bags for the
Festival of Sharing project sing in the choir or
provide special music

- be a worship leader

- be an accompanist for the choir, or hymns in
worship, and offer to provide music at other
events

- serve on the church Board

- offer professional skills when they might be used
in the administration of the church

- participate in monthly communion services for
retirees living at the Lenoir Woods Center

- volunteer to work in the church office
- help with grounds and building maintenance

- help remodel or renovate facilities to meet
current program needs; painting, carpentry, etc
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- prepare food, provide funds, or senve at the

Loaves & Fishes Soup Kitchen

- provide time to the Voluntary Action Center

- build homes with Habitat For Humanity

- sort, hang, and sell clothing at The Wardrobe
- sort and package food at the Central Missouri

Food Bank

- travel to work sites with youth or aduit mission

trips

- providing items that are used by organizations in

Columbia; examples include purchasing mittens
and gloves for the children at VVoluntary Action
Center or regularly contributing canned foods
for the Food Pantry
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Contact us the easiest way.

White:

Olivet Christian Church Or call: 573-442-0336
1991 S. Olivet Rd

Columbia MO 65201 Or e-mall: olivet2@ centurytel.net

____Idlike to know more about

____ Please hawe a pastor call me.
____ Please add mefus to your newsletter list.

____ Please make name tags for me and my famiy

Name
Address

City
State Zip

Phone ( )

Cell Phone ( )

E mall Address
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