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Fruit or Pecan Pies Needed for BBQ 

We will need lots and lots of home-baked pies (fruit or 
pecan only) on hand to feed the many who come to 
eat with us.  If you don’t make pies, you can purchase 
frozen ones and bake them. You can donate money 
for pies to be purchased and baked.  Average cost per 
large frozen pie is $7.00 to $8.00.  We need  donation 
numbers available by Wednesday, June 3.  If no one 
has contacted you by June 2, please contact Sara at 
447.4999 or Betty at 474.5490 and leave a message 
with the number of pies you will donate. Please bring 
your UN-CUT pies to the church between 8 and 11 
am. on BBQ day.  Please label your pie to make it 
easier to sort.  It is important that you mark any “sugar 
free” pies you are donating, as these have to be sepa-
rated.  (See apple pie recipe on page 4) 

             Thanks, the Pie Committee 

Our 52nd Annual Olivet BBQ is in Four Weeks! 

We are definitely gearing up for what promises to 
be a super BBQ on Saturday, June 20th. Commit-
tee lists have been distributed for the BBQ and any 
requests for changes should be directed to Eileen 
Sharp.  The Pie committee is making calls to solicit 
pies and/or $ to provide delicious dessert options 
for our customers.  Please help support that com-
mittee by replying “yes”, when they call.  We hope 
your effort to sell BBQ tickets is going well. How-
ever, we know that for some, coming up with lots of 
names of people to ask about buying BBQ tickets 
seems a bit intimidating. Fortunately, an opportu-
nity to sell those extra BBQ tickets has come 
up!  We spoke to the manager at Casey's on High-
way WW and he wants to support our BBQ.  

We have permission to advertise with signs and 
sell tickets in front of their store on Thursday and 
Friday afternoons and Saturdays anytime.  We 
would like to offer this opportunity to any Olivet 
family or individual who would like to sell their extra 
tickets.  Simply let us know if you are interested 
and we will assign you a time slot. We anticipate 
doing this on June 5/6, June 12/13 and June 
19.  More dates can be added if we have good re-
sponse. A sign stating "Olivet BBQ tickets available 
here" will be posted along the road and you will be 
allowed to set up a small table on the sidewalk in 
front of the store. Contact us right away if this 
sounds like something you would like to do. Thank 
you!  Eileen (999-7800 or sharpef@centurytel.net) 
and Rex Sharp, Angela and Matt Pigg (BBQ Co-
Chairs) 

Now that the weather is warming, some peo-
ple’s thoughts turn to worshiping outdoors early 
on Sunday mornings.  We’re just about ready to 
move the 8:30 service outdoors, so get your 
lawn chairs ready, make sure your Sunday go 

to meetin’ shorts and sandals are 
clean and find that outdoor coffee 
mug you stored away.  Beginning 
Sunday, May 31, we’ll be worshiping 
outdoors at 8:30 am. each Sunday 
that the weather permits.   

                    Dennis 

Each Thursday, from 4-6:00 p.m., distribution of produce for the Community Supported Agriculture project will be held 
at the Olivet parking lot.  Price will be prorated so folks do not pay full price for a limited quantity.  Sales will be cash 
and carry. People need to bring their own bags for carrying produce. 

Some meat and eggs will also be available for purchase, provided by Kevin Martz. 
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Olivet Health News 

 Last Issue we began looking at stress in our lives & the affects it can have on our physical body. Today we will ex-
plore it’s affect on our emotional well-being and how to decrease the stressors in our lives. Hopefully your own lives 
are slowing down a bit & you are able to get outside & enjoy some beautiful spring weather. Of course as I write this 
article it is cold, dreary & rainy. I just close my eyes and imagine the beautiful redbud, dogwood blossoms; the green 
grass as I discover bird’s nests filled with eggs. Try it! Maybe it’s a quiet beach or mountain meadow. 

So how does stress affect my emotions and thoughts? I notice signs of stress in the way I think, act and feel. You may 
as well: 

Feel cranky & unable to deal with even small problems or obstacles. 

Feel frustrated, lose your temper more often, and you may even yell at others for no real reason. 

Feel jumpy or tired all the time.  

Find it hard to concentrate on even the simplest of tasks. 

Worry too much about small things. (I have all of you beat on this). 

Feel you are missing out on things because you can’t act quickly. 

Imagine that bad things are happening or about to happen. 

Feel as thought the rest of the world has no problems/ issues & that they have all descended upon you. 

Feel as though your belief system conflicts with the way you are living your life. 

How do you cope with stress? 

Smoke 

Drink too much alcohol 

Eat poorly, overeat 

Quit exercising 

Quit fellowship with friends/peers/family members 

Sleep too much 

If you are ready to reduce the stressors in your life setting goals may help. The following may be positive steps: 

Discover what creates stress for you. Evaluate the things that cause you to stress. Think about your coping 
strategies for dealing with the stress you encounter. Try keeping a stress journal recording the stressful 
events, how you responded, how you coped and how you felt when it was over. 

Think about why you want to reduce stress in your life.  Is your goal to improve your health? Do you want to 
protect your heart given family history or maybe current scares with your heart? Maybe like me you just 
want to enjoy life more & finally refuse to let stress control how you feel on a daily basis. I want to laugh 
more & feel true joy. The reasons you choose for change are essential to your chance of success. Just 
because your health care provider, family member or peers feel you should make certain changes only 
sets us for failure. 

Set realistic goals. Take the time to evaluate the changes that need to be made in your life to reduce stress. 
Think about the simple short term goals you can see instant change with. Take a walk every day after 
lunch for 10 minutes; outside is best with the fresh air. Increase your time each week; find a friend or fam-
ily member to join you. They make great motivators and challenged. Next evaluate long term goals you 
desire. These might include: finding balance between work/home/family/me-time; positive thinking when 
stressful events occur; changing the foods we buy & the healthful ways we prepare them; enlisting others 
to help with long term care giving of a relative/friend. 

Stay on a positive track by writing down your goals & keep track of barriers you encounter, how you overcame those 
barriers as well as how you intend to handle a similar situation in the future. Plan ahead. Enlist the help of friends/
family. Share your reasons for desiring change, the goals you have set for yourself, ask for their encouragement & 
support. Lay the law down that you don’t need harsh criticism when you fall behind. Give yourself credit for making 
positive changes! Pat yourself on the back for your successes. And for goodness sakes give yourself a huge hug daily 
or ask a friend to do so.! Reducing the stress in our lives is imperative to keep us healthy & happy. There is so much 
we can not control. Remember God loves you passionately and knows the struggles we all face and He walk, even 
carries us when we need it most!!  

Next issue we will explore natural techniques to help us reduce stress. 

“May God Himself, the God of Peace, sanctify me through and through. May my whole spirit, soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls me is faithful and He will do it.” 1 Thessalonians 
5:23  Serving You in Christ,  Karen D Bradley, RNC-Olivet Parish Nurse 

Don’t forget the Relay for Life Event 12th and 13th June  
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The Church and the Spirit 
The book that the Sanctuary Sunday School class 
is reading and discussing right now is giving us 
helpful tools for considering again and coming to 
deeper understanding of the role of the Spirit in 
the church and the church in the world.  The au-
thor, a Bishop of the Church of England and a 
scholar of some reputation, says that “the point of 
the Spirit is to enable those who follow Jesus to 
take into all the world the news that he is Lord, 
that he has won the victory over the forces of evil, 
that a new world has opened up, and that we are 
to help make it happen.”  (N. T. Wright, Simply 
Christian, Why Christianity Makes Sense, Harper-
Collins Publishers, New York, 2006, p. 122). 

It is the “new world opened up” part of the Good 
News that Wright emphasizes as he calls the 
church to be a part of that new creation, to model 
the newness of life in Christ for the world, and to 
invite the world into that newness.  Wright calls us 
to live up to the high expectations Christ has for 
the church. 

But then he says this:  “I use the word ‘church’ 
here with a somewhat heavy heart.  I know that 
for many of my readers that very word will carry 
the overtones of large, dark building, pompous 
pronouncements, false solemnity, and rank hy-
pocrisy.   But there is no easy alternative.  I, too, 
feel the weight of that negative image.  I battle 
with it professionally all the time.” (Wright, p. 123) 

Nonetheless, the bishop persists in proclaiming 
the church’s high calling:  “…there is another side 
to it, a side which shows all the signs of the wind 
and fire, of the bird brooding over the waters and 
brining new life.  For many, ’church’ means just 
the opposite of that negative image.  It’s a place 
of welcome and laughter, of healing and hope, of 
friends and family and justice and new life.  It’s 
where one group is working to help drug addicts 
and another is campaigning for global justice.  It’s 
where you’ll find people learning to pray, coming 
to faith, struggling with temptation, finding new 
purpose, and getting in touch with a new power to 
carry that purpose out.  It’s where people bring 

their own small faith and discover, in getting to-
gether with others to worship the one true God, 
that the whole becomes greater that the sum of 
its parts.  No church is like this all the time.  But a 
remarkable number of churches are partly like 
that for quite a lot of the time.”  (Wright, p. 123) 

That last paragraph, for me, says most of what 
there is to say about the church that is truly im-
portant.  The church is where people try to live 
that new life that Christ lives and calls us to live 
with him.  And the church is that assembly from 
which Christians go out to live that new life and 
point to the Christ who comes to make the whole 
world new—whole and just, set right and brought 
to peace at last.  Olivet is by no means perfect in 
living that witness, but that newness of life is visi-
ble and audible and almost tangible in this 
church a fair amount of the time. 

It’s important to hang onto that vision of church 
as a place of welcome and laughter, because 
right now we are welcoming a number of visitors 
and helping newcomers find their way into active 
participation in this church.  In this time when 
we’re rocked by sudden, unexpected death in our 
church family and by other grievous losses as 
well, and by illness and prolonged recoveries, by 
divorce and other painful troubles, it’s crucial that 
we remember that we are a place and a people 
of healing and hope.  In this time we allow the 
Spirit to knit us together as family, and in this 
time we work for God’s justice as an essential 
component of the new life Christ is bringing to 
earth.  And in this time of planning for the future, 
for thinking carefully about just how we will live 
into our Future Story, it is critically important that 
we also persist in our high view church’s call-
ing—that Christ has opened up a new world, and 
that we are to help make that new world happen.   

May Christ keep us close and bind us to one an-
other for this ministry.   

                   Dennis 

From the Pastor 



News Around the Church 
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Music Notes 

 May brings outdoor activities.  Check the “V” Section for books on a variety of topics, in-
cluding Gardening. Get answers before planting, for a successful garden this summer.  

 Under the window in the library is a colorful Butterfly cover.  Behind it are some manila 
files labeled Nature, Gardening, Environmental Issues, Green Topics.  These are a new addition 
to Olivet’s library.  As we develop  the CSA and other projects with the Green approach in bring-
ing Olivet’s  Future Story to life, people are becoming interested in learning more. The files con-
tain clippings from articles found in newspapers and magazines.  You are all invited to participate 
in growing this new resource. Items can be left on the library desk anytime. 

  Have fun growing, learning, and using Olivet’s library this spring! 

May Booknotes 

In just a few weeks, the 
Adult Choir will take a 
summer break during 
July and August and 
Olivet people, young and old, present 
music during the regular anthem time 
at 11:00 worship. A sign-up sheet has 
been posted in the music room.  You 
can also email me if you’re interested 
in providing music during the summer-
time.  If you would like some assis-
tance in preparing your music, please 
let me know.  

Musical Blessings, Eileen 

You’re all invited……... 
To Audrey Sharp and the Christian Fellowship High 
School Class of 2009 Graduation Open House on Sun-
day, May 31, 2009 from 6-8 PM at the Cherry Hill Event 
Center. The address is 2011 Corona, in the village of 
Cherry Hill. If you need more specific directions, please 
contact Eileen at sharpef@centurytel.net or 999-7800. 

To Our Olivet Community, 
Dale and I want to express our sincere thank you for all 
the support given us during our time of need.  The phone 
calls, cards, food and visits have meant a great deal to us. 

Olivet continues to be a special place for us to feel solace 
and peace. 

Peace, love, prayers,  Dale and Jackie 

APPLE PIE RECIPE 
2 - 9" pie crusts 
[one in foil pan, one to cover pie] 
1 can apple pie filling 
2 Tbsp sugar  
1/8 tsp salt 
1/2 tsp cinnamon 
¼ tsp nutmeg 
1 tsp lemon juice 
¼ tsp almond flavoring [optional] 
4 slices butter 
 
 

Mix together all ingredients and pour into pan with pie crust.   
Last, put the second pie crust on top;  
trim and crimp the two crusts to seal them. 
 Make slits in top crust to allow steam to escape  
[not necessary if you are using a lattice top].  
 Bake at 3500 until top crust is golden brown.  
Make sure the bottom crust bakes completely. 
———————————————- 
If you would rather make a crumb topping, 
use 1 cup flour 
3/4 cup sugar in bowl 
cut in 1/2 cup of butter or margarine 
mix till crumbly 
spread on top of pie 
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   News Around the Church 

VBS 
We are beginning to plan our 2009 VBS at Oli-
vet.  VBS is scheduled for July 26 – 30.  This 
year we would like to make your lives as busy 
parents easier during this week.  We will be 
offering a family dinner each night before VBS.   
Since we are filling our children’s souls with 
goodness why not their bodies too.  We 
thought if you come and eat dinner with your 
child(ren) before VBS maybe you would like to 
stay and have your souls filled too.   

Would you be interested an adult VBS study 
and if so what would you like to study?  If this is 
something you think you would like and you 
have some ideas on what to study please email 
me at amapigg@yahoo.com. or call me at 814-
2588.  

Olivet Education Fund  
 
One of the challenges of a growing church such as Olivet is keeping newcomers informed of 
all the traditions, programming, and "perks" within our fellowship. For many in our congrega-
tion and greater Harg community, one of the "best kept secrets" is the Olivet Education Fund.  

Roughly 40 years ago, Ham Holt who was one of the pillars of Olivet died. His family re-
quested that a student loan fund be established in his memory. Contributions in lieu of flowers 
went into this fund, named the Holt Memorial Fund.  

Ham's long-time friend and next-door neighbor Martin Behymer (Wayne's dad) was instru-
mental in working with the Holts to establish the criteria for use of the fund. The fund was to 
be available for low interest loans to members of the community who needed money to begin 
or continue their education--vocational school, college, or adult education. Administrators of 
the fund are Olivet's senior minister, Board chair, and treasurer. Any of these three individuals 
can provide more details about the loan fund.  

A few years after Ham died, his widow Edna Holt died. Memorial contributions for Edna were 
added to the loan fund. One of the provisions of the fund was that contributions from individu-
als could be added to the fund at any time. Thus, over the years the Holt Memorial Fund, 
renamed the Olivet Education Fund with the approval of the Holt family, has grown sizably 
from interest and contributions. Recently I learned that a previous borrower made a nice do-
nation to the loan fund in appreciation for the educational assistance which had been re-
ceived. Perhaps other borrowers from the fund, or anyone, will contribute so that others at 
Olivet can benefit. 

For any of you who believe that you or a family member might need additional resources to 
start or continue your education, please visit with one of the trustees for information about 
securing a loan from the Olivet Education Fund.     

Wayne Behymer  

Thanks 

And our deepest ap-
preciation to Olivet 
Christian church on 
behalf of the clients, 
staff and Board of Di-
rectors of Job Point.  
Your generous contri-
bution of $500, dated 
May 1, 2009 will help 
in our efforts to help 
individuals enter the 
workforce and be-
come self-sufficient.  

We are grateful for 
your support and look 
forward to a continu-
ing partnership with 
you in service to oth-
ers.  Thank you for 
helping to make our 
community a place of 
opportunity for all!   

Mike Fester, President 
and CEO 

BBQ Dates 
Thursday, June 18 

5:00 pm—set up tents 

6:30 pm.— wrap silver: clean trays: sort and wash BBQ 
equipment; set up serving line and drink stations; turn in 

BBQ tickets and money 

Saturday, June 20 

Morning—turn in tickets and money; get carryout sta-
tion ready; cut pies; set up tables and chairs under tent. 

Families are asked to bring a covered dish by 11:00 
a.m. to share with the BBQ workers. 

3:30—7 pm.  BBQ time! 7 pm., Clean up time!  

Sunday, June 21   **No Sunday School 

9:00 am—Light, carry-in-breakfast—please bring 
something to share. 

10:00 am., Combined Worship 

Tuesday, June 24   Evening—Put away all BBQ 
Equipment 
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Congratulations Graduates!! 

 

High School 
Kaitlyn W. Bradley, daughter of Jeff & Karen, graduates from Rock Bridge High School.  She will be a 
freshman at MU in Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences where she is starting an internship program June 1. 

Bailey Chapin, daughter of Wayne & Ann, graduates from Rock Bridge High School.  She will be attending 
the University of Missouri-Columbia in the fall to study Vet Medicine.  She has been accepted into the Pre 
Vet Scholars program. 

Austin McCray, son of Steve & Becky, graduates from Rock Bridge High School.  He will be attending Mo-
berly Area Community College (MACC) in General studies. Austin was the recipient of the Optimist Club of 
Columbia Scholarship. 

Corrinne Meyer, daughter of Jennifer, graduates from Hickman High School.  She was pinned as a Certi-
fied Nurses Assistant on May 13. 

Michael Moore, son of Bob & Linda, graduates from Hickman High School. This summer he will work an 
internship for the Department of Conservation and will be attending the University of Missouri in the fall.   

Audrey Sharp, daughter of Rex & Eileen, graduates from Christian Fellowship High School.  She will be 
attending Westminster College in Fulton to study Photo Journalism and will be playing Volleyball for them. 

Amanda Weable, daughter of Tom & Connie, graduates from Hickman High School.  She will be attending 
Moberly Area Community College to study Business/Marketing.  

Caitlyn Williams, daughter of Carrie, graduates from Hickman High School.  She will be attending the Culi-
nary Arts program with the Art Institute of Kansas City.  She plans to graduate with a master’s degree in 
Culinary Arts and aspires to own her own restaurant or catering business. 

 

College 

Amanda Broz, daughter of Bob & Karen, graduated from Colorado State University with a PhD in Horticul-
ture and Biochemistry. 

Melissa Spain, daughter of Jim & Vickie, graduated from University of Missouri-Columbia with a Major in 
Biochemistry and minor in Rural Sociology. 
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April 2009  
Financial Report 

Revenue/Other Support…..$ 21,249.38 
Year-To-Date Total…………$ 91,866.19 

Expenditures: 
Salaries/Benefits…………….$ 11,430.58 
Payroll Taxes…………………$     630.85 
General/ Administration……..$    3,209.22 
Supplies ………………………..$       366.80 
Community Services………….$    1,452.88 
Total Expenditures…………..$ 17,090.33 
Year-To-Date…………………...$ 71,350.65 

Building Fund Report 
Building Fund Income………...$  2,946.50 
Year-To-Date…………………….$12,390.80 

Thank you for your support! 

Mark Your Calendar………. 
River Retreat—Friday, July 10-  Sun-
day, July 12 
Craft Day– July 18 
LYHF Mission Trip—July 19 
Vacation Bible School– July 26-30 
Ice Cream Social—August 16 
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Staff 
Dennis Swearngin, Senior Minister 
Home:    (573) 443-1797     
olivet1@centurytel.net   voice mailbox: 202 

Janis McCray, Office Manager 
Home: (573) 474-6407 
olivet2@centurytel.net  voice mailbox:  201  

Eileen Sharp, Music Director   
sharpef@centurytel.net  voice mailbox: 206  

Cell: 573.999.7800 Home: 573-874-9467 
Amy Cook, Musician   Home:   
(573) 474-5614 Cell: 319-491-2680  
amycookcrafts@yahoo.com 

Karen Bradley, Parish Nurse   
Olivet: (573) 442-0336    PASMA60@aol.com  
Dennis Bettenhausen Board Chair Person   
Home:  442.4002    dbettenhausen@centurytel.net 
Sally Robinson, Pastoral Care  Cell:  819.5043  
chaplainsal@yahoo.com 
Kim Gage Ryan, Interim Minister for Christian Edu-
cation  Phone: 489-2729     kkgryan@juno.com 

LYHF, grades 9-12 

CHI-RHO, grades 6-8 

YOYO’s, grades 2-5 
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Olivet Youth Groups 

Return Service Requested 
Sunday Services 

(Nursery available during both services) 

8:30 am., Early Worship Service 

9:30 am., Sunday School for all  ages 

11:00 am., Morning Worship/Children’s Service K-3  

Olivet is located 4 miles east of Hwy 63 S on WW 

Office: 573.442.0336   Fax 573.817.5716 

Olivet Church News Basic Information 

The Olivet Church News (OCN) is a publication of the 
Olivet Christian Church, a congregation of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).  Our newsletter is published 
twice monthly on Thursdays. Our next OCN will be mailed 
June 4 . Please have your news information  to Dee 
Youngman at deeandlukeyoungman@yahoo.com (as an 
attachment, if possible)) no later  than May 28.   Thanks. 

April 2009 

 Abbreviated Monthly 
 Financial  Statement 

Identified Giving 

April 5…………...$    5,630.82 

April 6 …………..$     2,350.00 

April 12…….…….$    3,889.75 

April 19.........…….$   4,731.76 

April  20…………. $   1,610.00 

April  26…………. $   2,721.50 

Total…………….. $  20,933.83 

Monthly need …....$ 21,951.92 

Building Fund 

Pledges…………... $    1,909.50 

Bible Baptist ……...$    1,000.00 

Crafts………...........$         26.00 

Total ……......……..$    2,935.50 

Thank you for your support! 


