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               Three Months and Counting! 
 

    The 52nd Annual Olivet BBQ is set for Saturday, June 20, 2009.   
  Please mark the date on your calendars.   

Committee lists will be posted soon.  We are looking forward to a  
very successful 2009 BBQ!  

        If you wish to be on a different committee this year, please let  
                  Eileen know by  April 1. 

                    Your Co-Chairs, 
Rex and Eileen Sharp  (999-7800 or sharpef@centurytel,net) 

                    Matt and Angela Pigg 

Trip to Heifer Ranch Coming Up! 
It is time to book our trip to Heifer Ranch in Arkansas 
before they fill up.  The minimum sized group they ac-
cept is 15 children from currently 6th grade to adults.  
You can visit the website at www.heifer.org.  In the past, 
our group has participated in the 2 night Global Chal-
lenge stay which includes the Challenge course and the 
Global Getaway. 

In the past, this group has gone right when Columbia 
schools are out or in early June and before Columbia 
summer school starts.  I will check with Heifer Ranch to 
check availability of this time again. 

Please email me back at equmedinc@aol.com 
to let me know if you and your child are inter-
ested in going so I can make reservations as 
soon as possible.   

            Thanks, Nancy Foss  

2009 Women’s Retreat, Rickman 
Center,  March 27-28 

If you would like to attend this Retreat, you may 
still be able to make a late registration.  Copies 
are in Janis’s office that you may fill out and  fax 
along with payment.  Costs are  $48, $60 and 
$70, depending on selected lodging.  Meals are 
included. 

Begins with dinner Friday night, March 
27, at 6:00pm. and concludes at  3:30 pm. 
March 28 
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Olivet Health News 

I know if you’re anything like me you are more than ready for spring. When you receive this newsletter 
many of you will be out of town for break and others of us will be enjoying a little peace & quiet with less 
folks in Columbia. Kaitlyn will be traveling to Rwanda on mission with Kanakuk.  I ask your prayers for her 
31 companions as they seek to exhibit the grace of God to the women & children recovering from the hor-
rors of genocide. 

I personally have had some rough weeks with struggles that have caught me off guard. That said I have 
been spending my free time in God’s word and seeking a more personal relationship with Him. Therefore, I 
have not done any health research for this article and am instead sharing some words that have shown me 
the loving grace of our only Father. I pray they will be helpful to you at this time as well. 

“I chose you when I planned creation” Ephesians 1:11-12 

“You are fearfully and wonderfully made.” Psalm 139:14 

“I knew you before you were conceived.” Jeremiah 1:4-5 

“I am familiar with all your ways.” Psalm 139:3 

“My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore.” Psalm 139:17-18 

“Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled.” 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

“Though the fig tree do not blossom, nor the fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields 
yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there is no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; He makes my feet like hinds’ feet, He 
makes me tread upon my high places.” Habakkuk 3:17-19 

“And nothing will ever separate you from my love again.” Romans 8:38-39 

“For in Jesus my love for you is revealed” John 17:26 

“I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love.” Romans 8:31-32 

“Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled.” 2 Corinthians 5:18  

“If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me.” 1 John 2:23 

“I have always been Father, and will always be Father.” Ephesians 3:14-15 

“So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn’t hesitate to put every-
thing on the line for us, embracing our condition & exposing himself to the worst by sending His own Son, is 
there anything else He won’t gladly & freely do for us? And who would dare to even point a finger? The One 
who died for us—who raised to life for us!-is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for us. 
Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us? There is no 
way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not back-
stabbing, not even the worst sins listed in scripture.” Romans 8:31-35 

Serving you in Christ,  Karen D Bradley, RNC-Olivet Parish Nurse 

 

Don’t forget to sign up for Relay for Life! 
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From the Pastor 

Good Things Happening 

The frogs are peeping, grass is greening, a pair of 
bluebirds is hanging out in our backyard again 
and Bill Morgan tells me the crappie are getting 
ready to spawn in the farm ponds.  The Missouri 
Tigers Men’s Basketball Team is on its way to the 
Big Dance.  Good things are happening. 

There are some good things happening around 
the church, too.  Here are a few of those good 
things, in no particular order. The Pro-Reconciliation/
Anti-Racism Team (PRAR) has met for a second 
time.  Back in February, 16 Olivet adults joined 
people from other Columbia-area Disciples con-
gregations for some conversation about race and 
racism in our society and our community.  13 Oli-
vet people got together last week to continue the 
conversation about racism and what we are ready 
to do to identify and understand it and move to 
overcome it.  A 48-hour PRAR training session is 
tentatively scheduled for June 11-13 at Rickman 
Center, and some of us may attend.  We are 
reaching out to the people of Sugar Grove Church 
to see if there are ways of taking our congrega-
tions’ friendship to a deeper level.  I think we’re 
coming to realize that one crucial thing recogniz-
ing and overcoming racism means is that white 
folks have to listen carefully to others.  We’re 
ready to do that, I think, and that’s a good thing.  

I have been energized on two recent Sunday af-
ternoons when I’ve met with the 8 young people 
currently in Pastor’s Class.  7 of the 8 are young 
women.  Andrew Huhman is the lone young man, 
but he hangs right in there.  Jackie Glenn and Ei-
leen Sharp have shared their skill and presence 
with this group as we explore what it means to 
follow Jesus.  I am impressed with how much of 
the gospel and mature thought about faithful disci-
pleship these young Christians have already inter-
nalized.  It’s obvious their families and their 
church are nurturing them well in their spiritual 
development. 

Fred Martz reported to the Church Board earlier 
this week that the Community Supported Agricul-
ture project is moving forward in the university’s 
approval process, and it looks like things are go-
ing to work out fine.  Vegetables have already 
been planted in hoop houses on the Bradford 

Farm, and the students are continuing to organize 
for managing the details of this rather complex 
little operation.  Early next month we hope to be 
sending out subscription information to inform you 
just how the CSA will work and how you can par-
ticipate. 

Our Christian Education Design Team has made 
good progress in designing our program of reli-
gious education and spiritual nurture for the fu-
ture.  The most recent addition to that plan is a 3-
page chart of adult education opportunities that 
Larry Brown and Kim Ryan have developed.  Very 
soon now an adult advisory team will begin study-
ing this draft adult education plan and improving 
it.  Kim is listening carefully and asking good 
questions to help her understand Olivet and its 
dreams and goals, and she is establishing effec-
tive partnerships with our Design Team members 
and members of our Christian Education Commit-
tee.  Speaking of the Christian Education Commit-
tee—these folks continue to find energy and crea-
tivity to improve current programs and create 
wonderful new opportunities for our children’s 
growth in Christ. 

In addition to all this, visitors, new friends & new 
members are coming to us, bringing new energy 
and new life to our church.   

Good things are happening, and they will continue 
to happen as we allow ourselves to be led by the 
Spirit, sustained by its gifts and made one in its 
unifying power.     

 Dennis 
 

Adult Sunday School Invitation 
The Sanctuary Adult Sunday School Class is 
studying N.T. Wright’s book Simply Christian, 
Why Christianity Makes Sense.  This book is an 
excellent tool for those thinking and feeling their 
way through the faith for the first time as an adult, 
and it will be useful for mature Christians in re-
visiting old ideas and experiences to see how we 
understand them now.  The class is open to all 
interested adults and it’s not too late to join us. It 
meets in the middle room in the pavilion at 9:30 
each Sunday morning. 



News Around the Church 
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Music Notes 

                                      Booking our Thanks to YOU! 
Everyone connected with Olivet is aware of our annual Used Book Sale. We had 

wonderful cooperation with a spectacular turnout in number and variety of donations.  And as usual, many 
of you eagerly browsed and found some good reading for the weeks and months ahead.  We serendipi-
tously left several tables of books out during the week between Sunday sales, and you responded gener-
ously. That may become part of a future plan! We also are grateful for the willingness of Mission Family 
One and the Outreach Committee to work with us on sharing the Fellowship Hall facility. As with all the 
ministries at Olivet, it took lots of teamwork.  Thanks to all for making this the most successful book sale to 
date. We now have over $300 to buy new books and resources for you.  May God bless you and the li-
brary ministry! 

          Your  Olivet Library Committee— Carol Darnell, Fran DeMaster, Joan Hathman, Curt Krehbiel,                
     Carla Lind, & Sue Swearngin 

Book Notes 

Each Sunday morning around 9:30, 
the children and a few parents begin 
arriving in the music room for our time 
together.  Our normal routine begins with a sort of 
jam session. I play the piano and each child plays 
an instrument of their choice.  Typically I play the 
same song for them and they play a steady beat 
during one part of the selection and then improvise 
when the music changes up a bit.  We are very 
used to our routine and on days that I try to do 
something different to avoid boredom, surprisingly, 
the children protest!  Typically, a few of the children 
beat me to the music room on Sunday morning and 
begin choosing and playing their instruments with 
each other. It’s a great way to bring the children to-
gether but it also makes me realize how important it 
is for all of us to experience some repetition in our 
lives.  My day always flows better when I remember 
to take a few moments for reflection, prayer and a 
walk with my dog first thing in the morning. 

Come join us sometime for our opening in the music 
room any Sunday morning. Grab an instrument and 
allow yourself to get started in a new routine! 

                  Blessings, Eileen 
Congratulations 
David Williams’ daughter, Cindy Mays, had 
a baby boy, Alexander Lane Mays, weigh-
ing 7 lbs. 2 ounces.  Virginia Williams is the 
proud Great Grandmother. 
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   News Around the Church 

Thank You to all who’ve shown compas-
sion to me before and after surgery.  Your 
thoughtfulness, kindness, prayers, cards, vis-
its, and food are so very appreciated!  I am 
overwhelmed and I am grateful. 

            Rita Schroder Morrison 

A Big Thank You   

To everyone who volunteered to help with 
this year’s Olivet Garage Sale.  If you have-
n’t heard, we brought in almost $5,400.  
This was a record high profit by far!  How-
ever, we would have been in major trouble 
if we hadn’t had so many volunteers to 
carry in merchandise, sort thru boxes, price 
things, place them in a logical place for 
sale, put up signs, run ads and haul items 
to the church—then help people carry out 
purchases, straighten the piles, casher, 
and most of all, clean up!  We had a full 
parking lot of customers for at least two 
hours and a steady stream of customers 
throughout the day.  Thanks too, to the Oli-
vet Youth Group for providing a food stand 
for both the workers and the customers.   

And, of course, a special thanks to Larkel-
len Krehbiel for her tireless work on yet an-
other successful Olivet Garage Sale.      

Mission Families 2 & 3 Leaders 

In Appreciation of our Shawl Ministry 
Thank you so very much for the beautiful shawl. It is so 
comforting to have the support and love from such a 
caring ministry. God Bless, Judy Rood 

Thank you so much for the beautiful, hand-made shawl. 
I will think of you each time I am wrapped in its warmth. 
God’s Love, Becky McCray 

Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl, the 
colors are perfect—pinks, purple, lavender and they are 
soothing and peaceful. I feel very blessed to be a recipi-
ent of your hours of love and caring in making my shawl.  
I feel wrapped in God’s love. May all of you be sur-
rounded with His love and caring and protection. God 
bless you all and may you continue His good works. 
With loving thanks,  Mary Cheavens  (Gabrielle 
Comstock’s Aunt Mary) 

Thank you for my beautiful, cozy and blessed shawl.  
I’ve hesitated on writing this because there are no words 
to describe my gratitude.  I proudly wear it, and besides 
feeling all your prayers wrapped around me, I also enjoy 
weaving my fingers through the edges.  That is a huge 
comfort!  It reminds me of early childhood and baby 
years (my own and my siblings).  Mom had a similar 
shawl that was comforting to all us babes.  I must tell 
you it has started some interesting, blessed and enrich-
ing conversations with people in our community and the 
other cool thing is, no matter where I am, when I wear 
my prayer shawl, I am always at the right temperature, 
never too cold or hot.  I don’t believe in coincidences.  
God blessed each of you to send blessings for another 
and you chose me to receive them.  Awesome God!  
Love, Jennifer Reid 

Thank You   With your help and support, we helped to raise over $160,000….and counting!!  This 
amount won’t be reflected on the website for several weeks, as all of the funds are yet to be proc-
essed….but that is where we’re at.  So THANK YOU!!!  This is very exciting because this group can now 
say, in only 6 years of having St. Baldrick’s at Helen Fitzgerald’s in St. Louis, they have raised over 
$1,000.000 for childhood cancer research!!!  From March 14 until April 30, you can view photos from the 
event at  www.flickr.com/photos/whenigrowupphoto.  Thank you again for your support. 

Angela Bartley, Co-workers and especially the KIDS and their families 
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ARTS SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENT  
Please mark Sunday, May 3, on your calendars as Arts Sunday at Olivet. This is a day we 
have set aside to recognize Art as a means of communicating with God in worship! Start get-
ting your items together to display during our annual celebration of the arts. 

In order to accommodate all of the participants, we are asking for just one item per person so 
pick something that has the greatest significance to you. Please let Eileen Sharp know if you 
will be participating and what talent you will be sharing by Sunday, April 26th.  

Larry Brown will share his “artistic” message. 

Also, contact Eileen if you have questions. sharpef@centurytel.net or 874-9467. 

Thank you for sharing your wonderful talents. 

Worship Arts Ministry 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Thursday, April 9... Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 pm. 
Friday, April 10…Good Friday Service at 7:00 pm. 
Saturday, April 11...Flowers to decorate sanctuary need to be at church by noon 
            Easter Egg Hunt for children thru 4th grade begins promptly at noon.  (please  
                       bring your own baskets) 
Sunday, April 12...Easter Services at 8:30 & 11 am. 
A 9:15 am...Light breakfast  (please bring sweet bread, rolls, fruit or already cooked casseroles to share.) 
Sunday, April 19….Potato Bar Lunch following 11:00am. Worship to benefit Central Missouri Food Bank 

The STARS Group (55+ folks) from First Christian Church 
are inviting members of Olivet Christian Church on a trip to Kansas 
City to tour the World War I Memorial and Community Christian 
Church (a Frank Lloyd Wright design) near the Plaza on Wednes-
day, April 1st. The plan is to have lunch at Tomfooleries on the 
Plaza.  Departure time will be at 8:30 a.m. from First Christian 
Church parking lot. We should be home by 6 p.m. 
If you want to go, either call First Christian Church office (449-
7265) or Sally Robinson (819-5043) by March 26 to make appro-
priate transportation arrangements. Cost will be lunch, transporta-
tion and a memorial tour fee of $7 for the museum or $8 for the 
museum + the tower (the tower includes an elevator, but also 45 
steps). 

Columbia Housing Authority Volunteer Opportunity 

Individuals and/or groups are needed to:    

Work one-on-one or with small groups assisting children and youth with their homework (K-7th grade) Mon-
day through Thursday from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. in the J.W. “Blind” Boone Community Center (301 N. Provi-
dence Rd.) For more information on how you can help make a difference, please contact Ron Schmidt at 
573.443.2556, ext. 1112 or schmidt@columbiaha.com. 

Olivet Business Cards 

Are available in the church of-
fice or you may contact Jo Be-
hymer.  These will be helpful as 
you meet new people and invite 
them to visit Olivet Christian 
Church. 
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Our prayers are with those who are ill, injured, prepar-
ing for surgery and recovering from surgery or medi-
cal treatment: 
 

Bob Broz  is resuming normal activities as he continues to re-
cover from illness. 

Steve Carroll’s dad is gravely ill. 

Joe Clark’s sister continues her recovery at home. 

Inge Decker’s step-daughter, Diana, is recovering from major 
surgery. 

Bob Fry’s mother, Shirley, has been hospitalized for treatment 
of serious illness. 

Linda Graue asks our prayers for her father, who is undergo-
ing medical testing and her husband’s parents. 

Rita Morrison is recovering well from major surgery. 

Carolyn Smith’s brother, Dale Andrews, is recovering from 
recent surgery. 

Sue Swearngin’s parents are coping with a difficult illness. 

Tammy and Jerry Teel continue to cope with very serious ill-
nesses.  Both are at home. 

Our Prayers Are With .  .  .  . 

February 2009 

Abbreviated Monthly Financial  Statement 

Identified Giving 

Feb. 1……………$    6,667.26 
Feb. 2 …………...$    2,350.00 
Feb. 8…….……..$    3,625.00 
Feb. 15.........…...$    4,560.30 
Feb. 17………… $    1,610.00 
Feb. 22 ………… $    3,947.75 
Total……………. $  22,760.31 
Monthly need …...$  21,951.92 

Building Fund 

Pledges…………. $   2,441.74 
Bible Baptist …….$   1,000.00 
Crafts……….........$          2.00 
Total ……......……$   3,443.74 

Thanks for your support! 

Our prayers are with those with long-
term illnesses and courses of treatment: 

 

Andrea Adam’s step-father 

Kim Amiot’s grandfather and family member 
& dear friend, Melissa 

Judith Bodani’s daughter, Gretchen 

Lisa Britt’s Uncle Ray & her brother 

Pat Carl’s friends, Phyllis & Greg 

Gabrielle Comstock’s brother, Michael 

Alana Corbet’s friends, Bruce & Arlene Lin-
deman 

Fran DeMaster’s  Aunt Helen 

Pat Fitzgerald’s father 

Betty Glenn’s sister, Pat & Betty’s friend, 
Julie’s son, Earnest & Daughter, Lois 

James Earl Grant’s grand nephew, Jeffrey 

Sara Grimes 

Jimmy Hale 

Steve Lind’s close friend, Boyd 

Marilyn Maddux 

Babe Manns 

Uless & Rita Reeder’s son, Curtis 

Jennifer Reid’s friend, Kelly 

Melinda Schlude’s friend, Michelle 

Rex Sharp’s mother & father  

Bettye Tracy 

Cloris Tyler 

 

 

Our Prayers are with those serving in the 
Armed Services. 
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Staff 
Dennis Swearngin, Senior Minister 
Home:    (573) 443-1797     
olivet1@centurytel.net   voice mailbox: 202 
Janis McCray, Office Manager 
Home: (573) 474-6407 
olivet2@centurytel.net  voice mailbox:  201  
Eileen Sharp, Music Director   
sharpef@centurytel.net  voice mailbox: 206  
Cell: 573.999.7800 Home: 573-874-9467 
Amy Cook, Musician   Home:   
(573) 474-5614 Cell: 319-491-2680  
amycookcrafts@yahoo.com 

Karen Bradley, Parish Nurse   
Olivet: (573) 442-0336    PASMA60@aol.com  
Dennis Bettenhausen Board Chair Person   
Home:  442.4002    dbettenhausen@centurytel.net 
Sally Robinson, Pastoral Care  Cell:  819.5043  
chaplainsal@yahoo.com 
Kim Gage Ryan, Interim Minister for Christian Edu-
cation  Phone: 489-2729     kkgryan@juno.com 

LYHF, grades 9-12 

CHI-RHO, grades 6-8 

YOYO’s, grades 2-5 
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Olivet Youth Groups 

Return Service Requested 

 

January 2009 Financial Report 

   Revenue/Other Support…..$  23,959.72 

   Year-To-Date Total…………$ .23,959.72 

   Expenditures: 

Salaries/Benefits……………..$  10,971.87 

Payroll Taxes………………….$      630.85 

General/ Administration…….$    3,613.45 

Supplies ……………………….$    2,174.92 

Community Services………...$       195.07 

Total Expenditures…………...$ 1 7,586.16 

Year-To-Date…………………..$ 1 7,586.16 

Building Fund Report 

Building Fund Income……...$  2,884.40 

Year-To-Date………………….$  2,884.40 

Thank you for your support! 

Sunday Services 
(Nursery available during both services) 

8:30 am., Early Worship Service 

9:30 am., Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 am., Morning Worship/Children’s Service K-3  

Olivet is located 4 miles east of Hwy 63 S on WW 

Office: 573.442.0336   Fax 573.817.5716 

Olivet Church News Basic Information 

The Olivet Church News (OCN) is a publication of the 
Olivet Christian Church, a congregation of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).  Our newsletter is published 
twice monthly on Thursdays. Our next OCN will be mailed 
April 2 . Please have your news information  to Dee 
Youngman at deeandlukeyoungman@yahoo.com (as an 
attachment, if possible)) no later  than March  26.   Thanks. 


